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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on September 1 , 2004. The 
amendment filed on September 1 , 2004 has been entered and made of record. Claims 
1-30 are presented for further consideration and examination. 

Response to Argument 

2. The Applicants' arguments and amendments filed on September 1 , 2004 have been fully 
-considered, but they are not persuasive. 


3. With regard to claim h the Applicants point out that: 

• There is no "switching mechanism" in Capek et al. as defined in rejected 
independent claim f. 

However, the Examiner finds that the Applicants' arguments are not persuasive and 
maintains that the Capek reference does disclose, 

• a switching mechanism, coupled to each one of said control unit, said first cache, 
said second cache and said streaming multimedia file for providing as an output, 
directed to the at least one end-user, a stream selected from one of said first 
cache, said streaming multimedia file and said second cache, as controlled by 
said switching output signal from said control unit so as to insert the alternative 
media file at a predetermined location in the stream, including either one of the 
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beginning and the end of the streaming multimedia file. (Capek, col. 5, lines 20- 
22; col.7, lines 49-52; col.9, lines 6-24; col. 10, lines 18-28) 
Capek includes a control mechanism that "will provide for the replacement of the 
insertion by the requested program material once the program material is received 
from the distribution server" (col.9, lines 11-13). In other words, Capek's control 
mechanism will replace the insertion data, which may be "text, graphics, animation, 
motion video, sound, etc" as well as "the combination of data having different formats 
into a single insertion for providing a multimedia experience" (col.7, lines 49-52), with 
the requested material once it is available. According to Capek, the control logic's 
function is to "replaces the insertion with the requested program material after the 
program is retrieved" (col. 5, lines 20-22). Also, the "insertion manager may then 
make a determination of how long to provide the insertion to the user before 
beginning to forward the buffered data to the client in order that the last byte of data 
is delivered at approximately the same time as it would have been if the data had 
been downloaded directly to the client" (col. 10, lines 18-27). Therefore, the 
Applicants still failed to clearly disclose the novelty of the invention and identify 
specific limitation, which would define patentable distinction over prior art. 


4. With regard to claim 21 . the Applicants point out that: 

• There is no "resumption" of transmission of the streaming multimedia file (step f) 
of claim 21) once the alternative file is finished in the Capek et at. arrangement, 
since the requested multimedia file is not accessed until the "advertisement" file 
is completed. 
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However, the Examiner finds that the Applicants 1 arguments are not persuasive and 
maintains that the Capek reference does disclose, 

• upon completion of said alternative media file, accessing said second cache and 
resuming transmission of the cached streaming multimedia file. (Capek, col. 5, 
lines 20-22; col.7, lines 49-52; col.9, lines 6-24; col. 10, lines 18-28) 
Capek includes a control mechanism that "will provide for the replacement of the 
insertion by the requested program material once the program material is received 
from the distribution server" (col.9, lines 11-13). In other words, Capek's control 
mechanism will replace the insertion data, which may be "text, graphics, animation, 
motion video, sound, etc" as well as "the combination of data having different formats 
into a single insertion for providing a multimedia experience" (col.7, lines 49-52), with 
the requested material once it is available. According to Capek, the control logic's 
function is to "replaces the insertion with the requested program material after the 
program is retrieved" (col. 5, lines 20-22). This replacing action can be interpreted as 
a resumption step to discontinue with the transmission of the alternative data and to 
resume the delivery of the requested data. Therefore, the Applicants still failed to 
clearly disclose the novelty of the invention and identify specific limitation, which 
would define patentable distinction over prior art. 

5. With regard to claims 2-20 and 22-30 . they are rejected at least by virtual of their 

dependency on the independent claims and by other reasons set forth in the previous 
office action. Accordingly, rejections for claims 2-20 and 22-30 are presented as below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Capek et al. 
(US006094677A). 

8. With regard to claims 1 and 21 , Capek reference discloses, 

• a first cache (insertion repository 22) for storing a received alternative media file; 
(Capek, col.7, lines 17-25, lines 39-47; module 22, fig.2) 

Capek teaches of an insertion repository that stores data (multimedia, 
advertisements, announcements, etc.) to be inserted in the data stream delivered 
to the requested client. 

• a second cache (server 26) for storing a streaming multimedia file; (Capek, col.7, 
lines 17-25; module 26, fig.2) 

Capek teaches of a server that stores data (multimedia, program material, etc.) 
to be delivered to the requested client. 

• a control unit (insertion manager 20) for receiving as a first input a control signal 
from said first cache and generating as an output a switching control signal 
indicative of the presence or absence of a complete alternative media file being 
stored in said first cache; and (Capek, col.7 t lines 17-25, lines 39-47; module 20, 
fig.2) 

Capek teaches of an insertion manager that inserts data (multimedia, 
advertisements, announcements, etc.) to be delivered to the requested client. 
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• a switching mechanism, coupled to each one of said control unit, said first cache, 
said second cache and said streaming multimedia file for providing as an output, 
directed to the at least one end-user, a stream selected from one of said first 
cache, said streaming multimedia file and said second cache, as controlled by 
said switching output signal from said control unit so as to insert the alternative 
media file at a predetermined location in the stream, including either one of the 
beginning and the end of the streaming multimedia file. (Capek, col. 5, lines 20- 
22; col.7, lines 49-52; col.9 ( lines 6-24; col. 10, lines 18-28) 
Capek includes a control mechanism that "will provide for the replacement of the 
insertion by the requested program material once the program material is received 
from the distribution server" (coL9, lines 11-13). In other words, Capek's control 
mechanism will replace the insertion data, which may be "text, graphics, animation, 
motion video, sound, etc" as well as "the combination of data having different formats 
into a single insertion for providing a multimedia experience" (col.7, lines 49-52), with 
the requested material once it is available. According to Capek, the control logic's 
function is to "replaces the insertion with the requested program material after the 
program is retrieved" (co\.5, lines 20-22). Also, the "insertion manager may then 
make a determination of how long to provide the insertion to the user before 
beginning to forward the buffered data to the client in order that the last byte of data 
is delivered at approximately the same time as it would have been if the data had 
been downloaded directly to the client" (col .10, lines 18-27). 


9. 


With regard to claims 2-3 and 22-23 , Capek reference discloses, 
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• wherein the control signal output from the first cache indicates that a complete 
alternative file is stored and is ready for transmission to the predetermined at 
least one end-user, or will be ready in time to transmit (Capek, col.7, lines 17-25, 
lines 39-47) 

Capek teaches of complete insertions of data to be delivered to the requested 
client. 


10. With regard to claims 4-9 . Capek reference discloses, 

• wherein the switching mechanism supplies as an output the streaming 

multimedia file in the absence of a signal from the control unit that an alternative 
file is ready to transmit. (Capek, col.9, lines 6-24) 

Capek teaches of a control mechanism that interact with and control the insertion 
of data (multimedia, advertisements, announcements, etc.) delivered to the 
requested client. 


1 1 . With regard to claims 10-11 , Capek reference discloses, 

• wherein the alternative file is defined as an advertisement file. (Capek, col.7, 
lines 17-25, lines 39-47; col.7, line 66-col.8, line 10; col.8, lines 11-14) 
Capek teaches of an insertion repository that stores data (multimedia, 
advertisements, announcements, etc.) to be inserted in the data stream delivered 
to the requested client. 


12. 


With regard to claims 12-20 . Capek reference discloses, 
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• wherein the arrangement is disposed at a local point of presence in a 
communication network. (Capek, col. 7, lines 26-37) 


1 3. With regard to claims 24-30 , Capek reference discloses, 

• wherein in performing step d), switching from said streaming multimedia file to 
said alternative file when recognizing that an alternative file is available. (Capek, 
col. 9, lines 6-24) 

Capek teaches of a control mechanism that interact with and control the insertion 
of data (multimedia, advertisements, announcements, etc.) delivered to the 
requested client. 

Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jack B' Harvey can 
be reached on 571/272-3896. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703/872-9306 for regular communications and 
703/872-9306 for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is 571/272-2100. 


December 22, 2004 


Thomas Duong (AU2145) 



